
and a half years.  This was a momentous occasion and since then we 
have had two groups meeting at two different times on Sundays.
-  We also finished 13 weeks of Children’s curriculum for Creation, 
including 3 new videos and 32 weeks of children's curriculum for the 
book of Judges.  This added with the previous 23 weeks of John 
curriculum gives us about 96 weeks of created curriculum for Children’s 
curriculum.  Some of the Judges’ lessons still need translating and we 
will be working on that this year.  We have used this curriculum in our 
own church, other churches in Italy and we are currently working with 
Good News Productions in Joplin, MO to make this curriculum available 
in many languages around the globe.
-  Since returning to Italy, we have met over forty-five new individuals 
and reconnected with fifty individuals.  That is a total of almost 100 
individuals that Angie and I have been in contact with in varying degrees 
of influence in the past six months.

Next month, we look forward in sharing with you the plans that 
God has laid on our hearts for 2007!  There is some exciting stuff 
planned and we can’t wait to take you on the journey with us.

In Christ,  Matt & Angie
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Looking Back, Looking Ahead
Our team just got back from one of our major planning 

meetings.  We usually go outside the city so that we can truly focus on 
God’s direction for the upcoming months.  I believe it was one of our 
best planning retreats yet.  It is a great opportunity to see where God 
has taken us over the last six months, and looking for our successes 
and our misses.  With that knowledge, while we are seeking God, we 
can plan out the upcoming months more effectively.  Here are some of 
our accomplishments through God’s power in the past six months:  

-  Since July, Matt has taken on the responsibility as interim team leader 
while our team leader, Jason Casey and family, were in the states on 
home assignment.
-  Our team held a planning meeting in June to plan the rest of 2006.
-  Our monthly Encounter Coffee Houses have continued to be a great 
outreach. In August, November and January we some of our biggest 
attendances ever.
-  Our team hosted four interns last summer from Team Expansion's 
pathways program.
-  The women in our church started a weekly Bible Study and held two 
ladies’ events in order to promote unity, fellowship and invite our non 
Christian friends.
-  Our team started hosting an Open English time once a week. This is a 
time for adults to come and practice their English.  So far it has proven 
to be an effective way to meet new people and continue building old 
relationships.
-  Our team held a video game night at our facility, La Via. This proved to 
be an interesting outreach as it drew several new people in a way that 
none of our other outreach attempts have. 
-  Throughout the Fall,  Angie taught several children’s English  classes 

at our facility.  This is a 
great way to meet families 
and meet a desire for their 
children as well as build 
trust between us.
-  In early November, we 
once more hosted a 
‘Thanksgiving Outreach’ 
inviting out friends to see 
what this American holiday 
is all about.  It eclipsed our 
first Thanksgiving 
Outreach attendance to 
become the largest 
attended outreach event. 
-  One of the biggest 
accomplishments was that 
our Life Groups multiplied 
into two groups after four 

2007 Financial Need (Look for 2007’s changes next month):
One Time Needs for 2007                                   

Monthly Commitments $4,570 out of $5,207 (88%)
(need $637/monthly)                   Thanks for any help you can 

         provide for these needs!
          **see back page for 
              details about finances.

(Coming next month)

A“ n Anchor In Ancona” page one

Our Team at our Planning Meeting, and visitors who
volunteered to come and teach the team’s kids while
the adults planned and met. (top ltr) Trey, Sean,
Josh, Matt, Brian, Marcus, Jason & Harrison.(middle
ltr) Sheyenne, Angie, Heidi, Heather, Lance & Jacob.
(front ltr) Chloe & Haven. 



The Big Picture, by Doug Lucas, President of Team 
Expansion: While serving as a missionary in 
Mozambique (prior to affiliating with Team Expansion), 
Betty endured a night of terror at the hands of thieves 
who, on the night of January 20th, 2000, broke into 
their home and killed her husband. Disappointed in the 
amount of money they could squeeze out of the family, 
the thugs proceeded to take her 17-year-old son at 
gunpoint, out the front door of the house. Betty, forced 
to assume the worst, prayed to God... and knew many 
others were praying for her and their 13-year-old 
daughter. Moments later, Daniel returned to the house, 
shaken but not broken. Though she was forever 
changed after having lost her husband, her heart 
breathed a sigh of relief that her son had been 
restored to her. "Why did they have to kill my dad," 
Daniel asked. "I don't know," Betty replied, sensing a 
Godly strength that can come only in the midst of 
fervent prayer. "But somehow God is going to work 
everything out for good in spite of the way it feels right 
now." That enduring strength is still inspiring her today 
as she speaks and prays for missionaries all over the 
globe. As Team Expansion's full-time Prayer 
Coordinator, her desperate goal is to empower prayer 
for (and by) Team Expansion's workers the world over. 
(Pray with Betty by browsing to teamexpansion.org, 
then click on "Pray" in the top-line menu. Along with all 
the prayer blogs you'll find there, check out the Prayer 
Resource Center on the lower right-hand side of the 
page. In the line just *under* the top-line menu, click 
on the "Prayer Force Blog" where Betty writes daily 
prayer requests for Team Expansion workers and 
others.) Even yet today, Betty gets misty-eyed when 
she talks about that night. "But even that night is a 
testimony of the power of prayer," she observes. 
"There's no way I could have had that strength were it 
not for people around the world praying for me. And 
now it impacts the seriousness with which I pray for 
many others on a daily basis. God knew all along how 
that experience would change me forever." Help us 
get serious about prayer by joining Betty's prayer force 
at the site above. You can even subscribe at the 
"Prayer Force Community" link and receive a daily 
email from Betty, informing you of prayer needs 
throughout the globe.

Ditalini
(Little Thimbles)

Ingredients needed:
!  Salt
!  1 ½ cups ditalini 
(thumbleshaped) 
pasta
!  2 TB EV Olive Oil
!  3 Cloves of Garlic 
minced
!  5 Plum tomatoes, 
cored, chopped
!  8 oz Fresh 
Mozzarella cubed
!  8 large fresh Basil leaves, chopped
!  2 Links Italian Sausage, cut in pieces

Directions: 
Cook pasta in salted water until al dente.  
Meanwhile, in a large skillet, heat oil, then 
add garlic and sausage.  Cook sausage until 
done.  Add tomatoes until just heated.  
Remove from heat, add cooked pasta, basil 
& mozzarella.  Toss to coat, season with salt, 
then serve.
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Matt & Angie Crosser

Our Team

Our Physical Address

Our Forwarding Address

Our Mission

Our Roles

Our Support Team

Missionaries to Ancona, Italy
mcrosser@teamexpansion.org

Jason & Heather Casey
Matt & Angie Crosser

Marcus Van Dorn
Brian & Heidi Rotert

Josh Furnal

Matt & Angie Crosser
Piazza Malatesta, 25

60121 Ancona  AN
Italia

Home/Office 918-398-9351
(remember we are 7 hours ahead)

Matt’s Cell 011-39-392-320-9987
Angie’s Cell 011-39-349-139-3523

Team Expansion
2605 W Vandalia St

Broken Arrow, OK 74012

Please send all support to this
address and checks made

out to: Team Expansion

To plant a church that is
passionate about introducing

people to Christ, growing them
into disciples, equipping them to
ministry in an attitude of worship

Creative Arts & Promotions
Children’s Ministry

Youth Ministry
Evangelism
Hospitality

Milton & Elizabeth Hendricks
Forwarding Agents

moremail@valornet.com

John & Judy Webb

Jimmy Foreman

Jayson & Janice French

Team Pastors

Representative Elder

Representative Elder

The overall vision of the ‘Taking Christ to Italy’ 
project is to plant three churches in the country of 
Italy, one in the North, South and in the Center 
where we are in Ancona.  We would ask that you 
be praying for all of these plants, current and 
future.

Pics of Angie and 
I on my birthday 
January 8.  Can 
you tell what 
year I was born 
from my 
sweatshirt?
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